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The Messenger of Allah SAW said: “Sha`ban is a month to which people do not pay attention, between Rajab and Ramadan,
and it is a month in which deeds are lifted up to the Lord of the Worlds.” (Nasa’i)

Masjid Hagia Sophia
The Hagia Sophia monument in Istanbul Turkey is a timeless wonder that has encapsulated the cultures of ancient Greece,
mediaeval Byzantium, the Ottoman Empire, and modern Europe. Architects, mathematicians, geometers, engineers, and artists
alike have all etched their influence into its splendid domes, mosaics, murals, and minarets. The result is a monument that has
withstood 14 centuries of earthquakes, riots, invasions, and wars, standing gracefully on the horizon, evoking awe and wonder.
Procopius, the principal Byzantine historian of the 6th century described Hagia Sophia as “a most glorious spectacle,
extraordinary to those who behold it and altogether incredible to those who are told of it. In height it rises to the very heavens
and overtops the neighbouring houses like a ship anchored among them, appearing above the city which it adorns.”

Evliya Çelebi, the Ottoman chronicler of the 17th century describes Hagia Sopia at the peak of its splendour and spiritual aura:
“Every night in the month of Ramazan, the two thousand lamps lighted there and the lanterns containing wax tapers perfumed
with camphor pour forth streams of light upon light; and in the centre of the dome a circle of lamps represents in letters as finely
formed as those of Yakut Musta’sime, that text of the Kuran: “God is the light of the heavens and of the earth.”

The Hagia Sophia Grand Mosque was built as a Greek Orthodox church from 360 AD until the conquest of Constantinople by the
Ottoman Turks in 1453. It served as a Masjid for almost 500 years until 1935, when it became a museum. In 2020, the site once
again became a Masjid.
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February 2023 Rajab / Sha’ban 1444 AH

Date Beginning Times Jama`ah Times

DAY DATE ISLAMIC FAJR SUNRISE DHUHR ASR ISHA FAJR ASR MAGHRIB ISHA

Wed 1 9 5:44 7:39 12:19 3:01 6:25 6:45 3:45 4:54 7:50

Thu 2 10 5:42 7:38 12:19 3:02 6:27 “ “ 4:56 “

Fri 3 11 5:41 7:36 12:19 3:04 6:28 “ “ 4:57 “

Sat 7 15 5:40 7:34 12:19 3:06 6:30 6:30 4:00 4:59 7:15

Sun 5 13 5:38 7:33 12:19 3:08 6:31 “ “ 5:01 7:15

Mon 6 14 5:37 7:31 12:19 3:09 6:33 “ “ 5:03 7:50

Tue 7 15 5:35 7:29 12:19 3:11 6:35 “ “ 5:05 “

Wed 8 16 5:34 7:28 12:19 3:13 6:36 “ “ 5:07 “

Thu 9 17 5:32 7:26 12:19 3:14 6:38 “ “ 5:08 “

Fri 10 18 5:31 7:24 12:19 3:16 6:39 “ “ 5:10 “

Sat 11 19 5:29 7:22 12:19 3:18 6:41 6:15 4:00 5:12 7:15

Sun 12 20 5:27 7:20 12:19 3:20 6:43 “ “ 5:14 7:15

Mon 13 21 5:26 7:19 12:19 3:21 6:44 “ “ 5:16 7:50

Tue 14 22 5:24 7:17 12:19 3:23 6:46 “ “ 5:18 “

Wed 15 23 5:22 7:15 12:19 3:25 6:48 “ “ 5:19 “

Thu 16 24 5:21 7:13 12:19 3:26 6:49 “ “ 5:21 “

Fri 17 25 5:19 7:11 12:19 3:28 6:51 “ “ 5:23 “

Sat 18 26 5:17 7:09 12:19 3:30 6:53 6:00 4:00 5:25 7:15

Sun 19 27 5:15 7:07 12:19 3:31 6:54 “ “ 5:27 7:15

Mon 20 28 5:13 7:05 12:19 3:33 6:56 “ “ 5:29 7:50

Tue 21 29 5:11 7:03 12:19 3:35 6:58 “ “ 5:30 “

Wed 22 1 5:09 7:01 12:19 3:36 6:59 “ “ 5:32 “

Thu 23 2 5:07 6:59 12:18 3:38 7:01 “ “ 5:34 “

Fri 24 3 5:05 6:57 12:18 3:40 7:03 “ “ 5:36 “

Sat 25 4 5:03 6:55 12:18 3:41 7:05 5:45 4:15 5:38 7:50

Sun 26 5 5:01 6:53 12:18 3:43 7:06 “ “ 5:39 “

Mon 27 6 4:59 6:50 12:18 3:44 7:08 “ “ 5:41 “

Tue 28 7 4:57 6:48 12:18 3:46 7:10 “ “ 5:43 “

PLEASE DONATE TOWARDS THE MASJID TODAY
VISIT WWW.MASJIDABUBAKR.CO.UK/DONATE

Dhuhr Jama`ah 1:00 Islamic dates are subject to moon sighting reports
Jama`ah times may be adjusted if a need arises
Isha Jama’ah is early on weekends for the first 3 weeks

Jumu`ah 1 12:25
Jumu`ah 2 1:15

http://www.masjidabubakr.co.uk/DONATE


The Masjid
A Centre for Education

The Masjid is an important institution in Islam. After the home and the
workplace, it is the most frequented place. Muslims visit it and
rekindle their spirituality, strengthen their relationship with their
Creator, meet their Muslim brethren, and renew their sense of
belonging.

Places of worship have been known since the time the history of
humankind was first recorded. This is a confirmation of the fact that
humans have been created religiously inclined. They had to satisfy
their religious craving to establish a relationship with their Creator.
They built the temple, the shrine, the synagogue, the church, and the
Masjid for that purpose. These places fulfilled, in one way or another,
this basic task in accordance with the vision of the role of religion in
life.

The migration of Prophet Muhammad SAW from Makkah to Madinah
signalled a great change in the character of the Muslim community. At
Qubaa’ in the outskirts of the new city, the Prophet SAW spent a few
days resting and preparing for the entrance to the city. Having lost no
time, he built the first Masjid there. When he continued towards
Madinah, Friday prayer became due at the valley of Ranuna’, the
settlement of Banu Salim. There he offered the first Jumu`ah Prayer.
The Masjid that was built there was the second Masjid in Islam.
Thereafter, Al-Masjid An-Nabawi was built upon arrival in Madinah.
This is an indication to the far-reaching role the Masjid has to play in
moulding the shape of the community that is chosen by Almighty
Allah to lead humanity in the spiritual, moral, and social change along
the future history of humankind till the world comes to an end.

Islam is the religion of learning. Its miracle is a rational miracle; i.e. the
Qur’an. The first revealed verses were about learning: reading and
writing. There was no school or college to enrol in. The place where
those seeking guidance could easily find what they sought was the
mosque of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him). His house
was next to the mosque. His whole life was dedicated to his mission.
So, he spent a great deal of his time meeting, teaching, and imparting
knowledge in the mosque. He encouraged the Muslims to frequent the
mosque. It was their school.

There are many references in which the importance of the Masjid as a
place of learning is emphasised. Bukhari and Muslim relate a story of
three people entering the Masjid; the Companions were sitting in a
circle around the Prophet SAW. One of the three found a place and sat
in;, the second sat at the back, while the third went away. The Prophet
SAW said, “The first person came forward, so Allah came forward to
him. The second was shy, so Allah did not wish to embarrass him. The
third turned away, so Allah turned away from him.” This parable is a
very touching incentive to learn in the Masjid.

It is reported that Abu Hurairah RA was once in the marketplace. He
shouted, “You are busy trading here and leaving your share of the
Prophet’s inheritance that is being divided in the Masjid. Some of the
people there left for the Masjid, anticipating some financial rewards.
They did not find such a thing. What they found were the circles of
learning. They came back, not very pleased. They said, “We did not
find any wealth there to be divided. He said, “What did you find
there?” They replied, “The circles of learning.” He said, “This is the
inheritance of Prophet Muhammad SAW.”



Word Search and Poem Challenge

ASR             FARD            NAFL         FAJR      CONGREGATION
ADHAN      IQAMAH      QIBLAH      SUJOOD     ISHA
QURAN      SUNNAH     RUKU           JUMUAH       REWARD
TAKBIR       DHUHR       MAGHRIB      WUDHU          SALAH

1. Find the above words in the wordsearch
2. Make a poem using most of these words
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