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The Prophet SAW says: “It shall soon be that people will be hastening on camelback seeking knowledge, but they will not find
anyone more knowledgeable than the scholar of Madinah.” (Tirmidhi)

Imam Malik (R)

Imam Malik b. Anas R was of Yemeni origin but was born in Madinah in the year 93AH (703CE), the same year in which the Companion Anas b. Malik RA passed away. In his childhood, his
father posed an Islamic question to both him and his brother. His brother’s answer was correct, contrary to what Imam Malik R answered, so his father said to him: “Playing with birds has
distracted you from the quest for knowledge.” From that day onwards, he dedicated himself to the companionship of ‘Abdullah b. Yazid R - a Tabi i scholar - for seven years, arriving in the
early hours of the morning to learn and not leaving until the late hours of the night. He says: “My mother would tie a turban around my head and say: ‘Go to Rabt’a and learn from his
manners before you learn from his knowledge.”” Imam Malik R also studied under the tutelage of Nafi’ R, the servant of Ibn ‘Umar RA, who was himself the servant of the Prophet SAW.
The knowledge that Imam Malik R would transmit from him would later be titled ‘the golden chain of transmission’ due to its authenticity. This was an exceptionally short chain of
narrators consisting of Malik who narrated from Nafi’ who narrated from Ibn ‘Umar RA who narrated from the Prophet SAW.

One of Imam Malik’s teachers was Muhammad b. Shihab al-Zuhri. Imam Malik said: “We would congregate at the doorstep of Ibn Shihab in such numbers that we would end up falling on
top of one another.” Imam Malik also narrated the following encounter with Ibn Shihab: “On one Eid day, | said to myself, ‘This is a day when Ibn Shihab will have a bit more time.” So after
the prayer, | sat at his door. He allowed me in, offered some food, then asked: ‘What do you want?’ | said, ‘For you to relate hadith to me.’ So he narrated 17 narrations to me. Then he said,
‘What use is this knowledge if you do not memorise it?’ | said, ‘I can repeat every one of them to you,’ and | did just that. Ibn Shihab said to me: “What an excellent vessel of knowledge
you are.”

Imam Malik says: “I have assumed the position of being able to give an Islamic ruling only after seventy scholars bore testimony that | am fit to do so.” He says: “One must never consider
himself qualified to do anything until he receives approval from those senior to him.” Ibn al-Qasim said: “Malik’s quest and expenditure for seeking knowledge resulted in him needing to
sell the roof of his house for the price of its wood. Later on in his life, the world opened up for him.”

Imam Malik would prolong his bowing and prostration during his voluntary prayers. When he stood in prayer, he would resemble a dry plank of wood - completely still and serene. His
sister was asked: “What did Malik do most of his time when at home?” She replied: “It was purely the Book of Allah and its recitation.” Fatimah, daughter of Malik, said: “Malik had a
nightly portion of prayer. However, on the evening before Friday, he would spend the entire night in prayer.”

‘Abdullah b. al-Mubarak said: “I saw Malik and he was from those who were humble and submissive to Allah. Allah elevated his rank due to a secret that was between him and Allah. |
would frequently hear Malik saying: ‘Whoever aspires for an opening (of goodness) to be made in his heart, to be saved from the throes of death and the horrors of the Day of Judgment,

let him ensure that his private deeds are greater than his public deeds.”
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July 2023 Dhul Hijjah 1444 AH / Muharram 1445 AH

DAY DATE ISLAMIC FAJR SUNRISE DHUHR ASR ISHA FAJR ASR MAGHRIB ISHA
Sat 1 12 1:16 4:47 1:09 6:41 10:29 4:00 8:00 9:26 10:40
Sun 2 13 1:16 4:47 1:09 6:41 10:29 “ “ 9:26 “
Mon 3 14 1:16 4:48 1:09 6:40 10:29 “ “ 9:25 “
Tue 4 15 1:16 4:49 1:10 6:40 10:29 “ “ 9:25 “
Wed 5 16 1:16 4:50 1:10 6:40 10:28 “ “ 9:24 “
Thu 6 17 1:16 4:50 1:10 6:40 10:28 “ “ 9:24 “
Fri 7 18 1:16 4:51 1:10 6:40 10:27 “ “ 9:23 “
Sat 8 19 1:16 4:52 1:10 6:39 10:27 4:00 8:00 9:23 10:40
Sun 9 20 1:16 4:53 1:10 6:39 10:27 “ “ 9:22 “
Mon 10 21 1:16 4:54 1:11 6:39 10:6 “ “ 9:21 “
Tue 11 22 1:16 4:55 1:11 6:38 10:25 “ “ 9:20 “
Wed 12 23 1:16 4:56 1:11 6:38 10:25 “ “ 9:20 “
Thu 13 24 1:16 4:57 1:11 6:38 10:25 “ “ 9:19 “
Fri 14 25 1:16 4:59 1:11 6:37 10:24 “ “ 9:18 “
Sat 15 26 1:16 5:00 1:11 6:37 10:23 4:15 8:00 9:17 10:40
Sun 16 27 1:16 5:01 1:11 6:36 10:23 “ “ 9:16 “
Mon 17 28 1:16 5:02 1:11 6:36 10:22 “ “ 9:15 “
Tue 18 29 1:16 5:03 1:11 6:35 10:21 “ “ 9:14 “
Wed 19 30 1:16 5:05 1:11 6:35 10:20 “ “ 9:12 “
Thu 20 1 1:16 5:06 1:12 6:34 10:19 “ “ 9:11 “
Fri 21 2 1:16 5:07 1:12 6:33 10:18 “ “ 9:10 “
Sat 22 3 1:19 5:09 1:12 6:32 10:18 4:15 8:00 9:09 10:30
Sun 23 4 1:34 5:10 1:12 6:32 10:16 “ “ 9:07 “
Mon 24 5 1:44 5:11 1:12 6:31 10:16 “ “ 9:06 “
Tue 25 6 1:52 5:13 1:12 6:30 10:15 “ “ 9:05 “
Wed 26 7 1:58 5:14 1:12 6:29 10:13 “ “ 9,03 “
Thu 27 8 2:04 5:16 1:12 6:29 10:13 “ “ 9:02 “
Fri 28 9 2:10 5:17 1:12 6:28 10:11 “ “ 9:00 “
Sat 29 10 2:15 5:19 1:12 6:27 10:11 4:30 7:45 8:59 10:30
Sun 30 11 2:20 5:20 1:12 6:26 10:09 “ “ 8:57 “
Mon 31 12 2:25 5:22 1:12 6:25 10:08 “ “ 8:56 “
Dhuhr Jama™ ah 1:30 First Jumu-ah 1:25 Lo a

Second Jumu " ah 2:20

Weekly lessons of tafseer to understand
the last Juz of the Quran.

.
Every ’
Islamic dates are subject to moon sighting reports Saturday
Jama’ah times may be adjusted if a need arises After
Asr time ends 5 minutes before the published Maghrib time Maghrib
Speculative Fajr time based on Aqrab-ul-Ayyaam calculation ends on 21st Salaah

Isha time is speculative based on Sub *ul-layl calculation
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Allahu Akbar!

Allahu Akbar is one of the most magnificent
phrases a human being can ever utter. Allahu
Akbar is a declaration of Allah’s grandeur,
and an affirmation of our submission to His
majesty. We remind ourselves through Allahu
Akbar that Allah is the greatest over
everything: in His essence, in His power, in
His honour, and in His majesty. Allah is the
King of kings unto whom everything is
subservient.

Internalising Allahu Akbar

On uttering the phrase Allahu Akbar, we are
saying that Allah is greater than everything
in our hearts. It is not sufficient to simply say
this phrase. We must also believe it. To be
sincere in our utterance, we cannot give
greater importance to something or someone
other than Allah in our hearts. He has to be
the One.

Each time we utter the phrase Allahu Akbar,
let us remind ourselves of the greatness of
Allah and say: Allah is Greater... He is
greater than us, greater than our desires,
greater than our loved ones, greater than our
hobbies, greater than the most powerful
armies and empires, greater than
everything. Each time we utter the phrase
Allahu Akbar, let us renew our iman in Him,
and let us strengthen our bond with Him.

As our knowledge of Allahu Akbar deepens,
our awe and fear of Allah should increase.
Subsequently, this should lead us to
venerating Allah, loving Him, obeying Him,
worshipping Him in the best manner, turning
towards Him with full dedication and trusting
in Him alone.

A firm belief in the greatness of Allah should
lead us to constantly remember, thank and
praise Him with our tongues. It should shake
the body into humbling itself, feeling its own

insignificance, and rushing to worship Him.

Saying Allahu Akbar with conviction should
make us appreciate the greatness of our
Creator. When we remind ourselves of His
greatness, our self-importance should
disappear as we remember how weak and
insignificant we are. Saying Allahu Akbar
should safeguard us from pride as we will
no longer think of ourselves or what we
possess as great.

One of the Best Forms of Dhikr

Allahu Akbar is one of the best forms of
remembering our Creator. It is a great act of
worship. One of the earliest commandments
of Allah to His beloved SAW was: “Proclaim
the greatness of your Lord!” (74:3).

Elsewhere, Allah says, “Proclaim His limitless
greatness!” (17:111).

‘Umar b. al-Khattab RA said, “The slave’s
utterance of Allahu Akbar is better than
the world and all that it contains.”

Allahu Akbar is a phrase that has brought
about wonders throughout the history of
Islam. Allahu Akbar is the echo of the
battlefield. By repeating it, the warriors in the
path of Allah feel the honour, power and
closeness of Allah to them. They derive from
Allahu Akbar strength, steadfastness and
sincerity. Allahu Akbar enables them to
overcome their enemies, wipe out
corruption, and bring arrogant tyrants to
their knees.

Allahu Akbar is a tremendous phrase and a
powerful source of protection. When
shaytan hears it, he feels small and
insignificant, and hastily retreats. Allahu
Akbar solves problems, removes stress and
eases worries. Allahu Akbar cures illnesses
and calms our fears. Whenever we feel
overwhelmed or utterly lost and confused,
Allahu Akbar reminds us: there is someone
far greater and more powerful than what we
are experiencing. If we cling on to Allahu
Akbar, Allah will never abandon us.

A Phrase Repeated

Uttered in the ears of the newborn, Allahu
Akbar are the first words we hear as we enter
this world. Throughout our lives, we hear this
phrase repeated. Two of the five pillars of our
din centre around this statement: salah and
hajj. We are summoned to the masjid
through the adhan, which begins with Allahu
Akbar. The igamah begins with Allahu Akbar.
The salah is commenced with Allahu Akbar.
Throughout salah, we move from one pillar
to the next by uttering Allahu Akbar. There is
no phrase we are obligated to utter more
times in a day than Allahu Akbar.

Al-‘Izz b. ‘Abd al-Salam R explained that salah
begins with the takbir, indicating the
grandeur of Allah, so that the slave knows
who he is standing, sitting, bowing and
prostrating in front of. It reminds him to
humble himself to the greatness of Allah.

Once the slave becomes mindful of the
grandeur of Allah, he will uphold the internal
and external etiquettes of salah and
purification, and he will become preoccupied
with Allah alone. He will worship Allah ‘as
though he can see Him. He writes,
“Whoever worships Allah in such a way has
exited from the realms of the universe.”
Subsequently, repeating Allahu Akbar at each
stage of salah helps us to renew our
awareness of His greatness. It reminds us to
embody the humility and lowliness that
each posture requires.

Likewise, throughout the various rites of hajj
and ‘umrah, Allahu Akbar is constantly
repeated. Similarly, we have been instructed
to say Allahu Akbar when the new moon is
seen, as part of the takbirat of the two Eids,
when starting a journey, when ascending
(e.g. going up a hill, stairs, lifts), when
slaughtering an animal, upon receiving good
news, and even when seeing something
burning.

It is also an established practice to say Allahu
Akbar in large gatherings, during battles, on
military expeditions and upon achieving
victory. This is to instil a sense of greatness of
the action being undertaken and evoke
feelings of power and strength in those
situations.

About the takbir, Ibn Hajar R writes, “It is a
form of remembrance which has been
transmitted to us to say in every difficult and
happy situation. It is said to thank Allah and
disassociate oneself from all that His
enemies attribute to Him.”

Ibn Taymiyyah R explained, “Takbir has been
legislated to be uttered on major occasions -
either due to the large crowds; or situations
which consist of actions that are greatin and
of themselves; or are situations that require
strength etc. This is to highlight the fact that
Allah is the Greatest. And no matter how big
and grand these occasions may be, the
greatness of Allah overpowers the hearts
of the believers. The outcome of this is that
the entire din is dedicated to Allah, and the
slaves are constantly glorifying Allah.”

The Messenger of Allah SAW said, “No one ever
utters La ilaha illallah nor Allahu Akbar except
that he is given glad tidings.” It was asked, “O
Messenger of Allah, glad tidings of Paradise?”
He SAW replied, “Yes” (Tabarani).
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Actfvity: Unscramble the letters to reveal the names of all of the Islamic months

1. MRURAHAM 5. JUDAMA-AL-AUL 9. DNARMAA

2. RAFAS 6. JDUAAM-LA-KHRAU 10. SHLWAWA

3. IRBA-LU-WALAW 7. BAJAR 11. LHUD-QHAAD
4. 1ARB-LU-THIAN 8. BASHAN 12. HULD-JIHJHA
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