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Prophet Muhammad SAW said, “Every one of you is a shepherd and is responsible for his flock.”  

(Bukhari & Muslim) 

 

Responsibility 
 

Reflecting upon five of the earliest Muslim converts — Khadīja RA, the first woman to embrace Islam; Abu Bakr RA, the first free adult male to convert; 

‘Ali ibn Abi Tālib RA, the first child to embrace the faith; Bilal RA, the first slave to convert; and Arqām Ibn Abi al-Arqām RA, the eighth person to 

embrace Islam at the hands of Abu Bakr RA — two relevant observations are deduced.  
 

Firstly, the common thread between them all was their profound sense of duty. None of them waited for others to set the standard, rather it was 

individual responsibility that spurred them to be the trailblazers. Secondly, they each expressed this sense of duty in their own individual ways. 
 

Khadīja RA, as the Prophet’s wife, expressed it by guiding the Prophet SAW to her cousin for clarity about his Prophetic experience. Abu Bakr’s (RA) 

sense of duty was expressed through his relentless companionship and service to the Prophet SAW. ‘Ali RA demonstrated his sense of duty by ensuring 

the safe return of the Prophet’s trusts during his migration (SAW). Bilal RA expressed his duty through his public declaration of faith, even in the face 

of torture. Arqām RA expressed his sense of duty by offering his property free of charge as a safe haven for Muslims to gather privately.  
 

This diversity of roles and expressions of duty illustrates that each individual has a unique part to play in the Ummah. Duty to Islam is not a one-size-

fits-all obligation; it’s a call to action that resonates differently with each person, depending on their circumstances, abilities, and resources. As 

Muslims, we may not all be called to do the same thing, but duty compels us to contribute in some way, to do something that aligns with who we are 

and the context in which we find ourselves. 
 

It is low-level thinking to obsess over the question of “What are my rights?”. The higher levels are to ask “What are my duties? How can I make a 

positive change to society?”. That is where maturity, joy, and Allah’s reward are found! 
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January 2024                                 Jamada Al-Ukhraa / Rajab 1445 AH 
   

Date Beginning Times Jama’ah Times 

DAY  DATE ISLAMIC FAJR SUNRISE DHUHR ASR ISHA FAJR ASR MAGHRIB ISHA 

Mon 1 18 6:02 8:06 12:08 2:15 5:45 7:00 2:45 4:06 6:45 

Tue 2 19 6:02 8:06 12:09 2:16 5:45 “ “ 4:07 6:45 

Wed 3 20 6:02 8:06 12:09 2:17 5:46 “ “ 4:08 6:45 

Thu 4 21 6:02 8:06 12:10 2:18 5:47 “ “ 4:09 6:45 

Fri 5 22 6:02 8:05 12:10 2:19 5:48 “ “ 4:10 6:45 

Sat 6 23 6:02 8:05 12:11 2:21 5:49 7:00 3:00 4:12 6:45 

Sun 7 24 6:02 8:05 12:11 2:22 5:51 “ “ 4:13 6:45 

Mon 8 25 6:02 8:04 12:12 2:23 5:52 “ “ 4:14 7:50 

Tue 9 26 6:02 8:04 12:12 2:24 5:53 “ “ 4:15 “ 

Wed 10 27 6:01 8:03 12:12 2:26 5:54 “ “ 4:17 “ 

Thu 11 28 6:01 8:03 12:13 2:27 5:55 “ “ 4:18 “ 

Fri 12 29 6:01 8:02 12:13 2:28 5:56 “ “ 4:20 “ 

Sat 13 1 6:00 8:01 12:14 2:30 5:58 7:00 3:15 4:21 6:45 

Sun 14 2 6:00 8:01 12:14 2:31 5:59 “ “ 4:23 6:45 

Mon 15 3 5:59 8:00 12:14 2:33 6:00 “ “ 4:24 7:50 

Tue 16 4 5:59 7:59 12:15 2:34 6:01 “ “ 4:26 “ 

Wed 17 5 5:58 7:58 12:15 2:36 6:03 “ “ 4:27 “ 

Thu 18 6 5:57 7:57 12:15 2:37 6:04 “ “ 4:29 “ 

Fri 19 7 5:57 7:56 12:16 2:39 6:05 “ “ 4:31 “ 

Sat 20 8 5:56 7:55 12:16 2:40 6:07 7:00 3:30 4:32 6:45 

Sun 21 9 5:55 7:54 12:16 2:42 6:08 “ “ 4:34 6:45 

Mon 22 10 5:54 7:53 12:16 2:44 6:10 “ “ 4:36 7:50 

Tue 23 11 5:53 7:52 12:17 2:45 6:11 “ “ 4:37 “ 

Wed 24 12 5:52 7:50 12:17 2:47 6:13 “ “ 4:39 “ 

Thu 25 13 5:52 7:49 12:17 2:48 6:14 “ “ 4:41 “ 

Fri 26 14 5:51 7:48 12:17 2:50 6:15 “ “ 4:43 “ 

Sat 27 15 5:49 7:47 12:18 2:52 6:17 6:45 3:45 4:44 6:45 

Sun 28 16 5:48 7:45 12:18 2:53 6:18 “ “ 4:46 6:45 

Mon 29 17 5:47 7:44 12:18 2:55 6:20 “ “ 4:48 7:50 

Tue 30 18 5:46 7:42 12:18 2:57 6:22 “ “ 4:50 “ 

Wed 31 19 5:45 7:41 12:18 2:59 6:23 “ “ 4:51 “ 
 

   Dhuhr Jama`ah 1:00  
   First Jumu`ah        

   Second Jumu`ah 
12:25 

  1:15 

 

 

Islamic dates are subject to moon sighting reports. 

Jama’ah times may be adjusted if a need arises. 

Asr time ends 5 minutes before the published Maghrib time. 

Isha Jama’ah is early on weekends & school holiday period. 

 

 



   

Salahuddin Al Ayyubi (R) 
 

 
 

The minbar of Salahuddin is one of the finest 

woodwork art from medieval Syria, and one of the 

most significant historic minbars of the Muslim 

world. It was made of interlocking pieces of pine 

wood decorated with inlaid mother-of-peal, ivory, 
and ebony. Composed of a total of about 6500 pieces, 

it was held together without glue or metal nails by 

using an interlocking technique aided by wooden 

nails or pins. 
 
 

 

A divided Islamic world offered feeble 

resistance to the Crusaders who 

consolidated their hold on the eastern 

Mediterranean and imposed their 

fiefdoms on the region. The warring 

Muslim parties did not take the Crusader 

invasion seriously at this stage. They 

considered the Christians to be just 

another group in the motley group of 

emirs, prelates and religious factions 

jostling for power in West Asia. 
 

Meanwhile, the internal situation in 

Egypt went from bad to worse. Power 

had long ago slipped from the Fatimid 

Caliphs in Cairo.  They had no power and 

became pawns in the hands of the viziers. 

And the institution of vizier was usurped 

by anyone who was ruthless and 

powerful.  
 

Egypt was like a ripe plum ready to be 

plucked. The Crusaders knew that 

control of Egypt would deal a devastating 

blow to the Islamic world. In 1118, the 

Crusaders landed in Damietta, ravaged 

that city, and advanced towards Cairo. 

The Egyptians repelled the invaders but 

were unable to defend Palestine. The last 

Fatimid stronghold in Palestine, Ascalon, 

fell in 1153. 

With Egypt in disarray and the Seljuks 

under increasing pressure from the 

Ghaznavids and the Turkish Kara Khitai 

tribes, Crusader rule in Jerusalem went 

unchallenged for almost a century. 

Maudud, a Seljuk officer from Mosul, was 

the first to take up the challenge. In 1113, 

he defeated King Baldwin of Jerusalem in 

a series of skirmishes. But Fatimid 

assassins murdered Maudud in 1127. 

Another Turkish officer, Zengi, continued 

Maudud’s work. Zengi was a first-rate 

soldier, a man of righteousness, fairness, 

and piety. He ruled with firm justice, 

making no distinction between a Turk 

and a non-Turk. In 1144, Zengi captured 

the city of Edessa. This provoked a new 

Crusade in which Emperor Conrad of 

Germany and Bernard of France took 

part. Zengi inflicted a crushing defeat on 

the invaders, forcing the Germans and 

the Franks to withdraw.  
 

His son Nuruddin pursued Zengi’s work 

with even greater vigour. He organized a 

systematic campaign to expel the 

Crusaders from West Asia. Nuruddin was 

a man of piety, bereft of prejudice, of 

noble disposition. The unsettled military 

conditions provided ample opportunities 

for capable persons and non-Turkish 

soldiers rose rapidly through the army. 

Among them were two officers, Ayyub 

and Shirkuh, the uncle of Salahuddin. 

Nuruddin’s officers brought all northern 

Iraq, eastern Syria and eastern Anatolia 

under their control. Damascus was 

added in 1154. With the resources of 

these vast territories behind him, 

Nuruddin was ready to challenge the 

Crusaders in Palestine and fight for 

control of Egypt. 
 

The key to Palestine lay in Egypt. As long 

as the Fatimids ruled Egypt, coordinated 

military action against the Crusader 

kingdoms was not possible. The race to 

Egypt was of great immediacy. In 1163, 

there were two rival viziers in Cairo. One 

of them invited the Franks to intervene in 

Egypt. The other appealed to Nuruddin. 

Nuruddin promptly dispatched Shirkuh 

to Cairo. In 1165 both the Seljuks and the 

Crusaders appeared in Egypt but neither 

was able to establish a base. Two years 

later Shirkuh returned to Egypt with his 

nephew Salahuddin. This time he was 

successful in establishing his authority in 

the Nile Delta. Mustadi, the last Fatimid 

Caliph was forced to appoint Shirkuh as 

his vizier. In 1169 in the month of Jumada 

Al-Ukhraa, Shirkuh died, and his nephew 

Salahuddin was appointed in his place. 
 

Salahuddin was the man of the hour. He 

fought off repeated attacks by the 

Crusaders on Egypt, put down revolts 

within the army and gave Egypt respite 

from incessant civil war. Despite three 

centuries of Fatimid (Shia) rule, the 

Egyptian population had remained 

Sunni, following the Sunnah schools of 

Fiqh. In 1171, Salahuddin abolished the 

Fatimid Caliphate. The name of the 

Abbasid Caliph was inserted in the 

khutba. So peaceful was this momentous 

revolution that the Fatimid Caliph 

Mustadi did not even know of this change 

and quietly died a few weeks later. With 

the disappearance of the Fatimid schism, 

a united orthodox Islam threw down the 

gauntlet to the invading Crusaders. 
 

Salahuddin, perhaps the most 

celebrated of Muslim soldiers after Ali ibn 

Abu Talib RA, was a man who moulded 

history with his iron will. His 

accomplishment in evicting the 

Crusaders from Palestine and Syria is 

well known. What is less well known is his 

achievement in welding a monolithic 

Islamic body politic, free of internal 

fissures, which offered the Muslims, for a 

brief generation, the opportunity to 

dominate global events. It was the 

generation of Salahuddin that not only 

recaptured Jerusalem, but also laid the 

foundation of an Islamic Empire in India 

and briefly contained the Crusader 

advance in Spain and North Africa. 
 

To Be Continued… 

 



 
 

 

 

 
  

 

YOUR AD HERE 
 

Do you run a service or 

own a business beneficial 

for the local Muslim 

community? 
 

Email info@masjidabubakr.co.uk 
to enquire about sponsoring. 

 

Please set up a Standing Order 

Masjid Abu Bakr, Account Number: 6847 4199 (NatWest), Sort Code: 60-22-23, Reference: Donation 
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