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Allah's Messenger (SAW) said, "I have been given five things which were not given to any amongst the Prophets 

before me. These are: (1) Allah made me victorious by awe for a distance of one month's journey. (2) The earth has 
been made for me a place for praying and a thing to perform Tayammum. Therefore my followers can pray wherever 

the time of a prayer is due. (3) The booty has been made lawful for me. (4) Every Prophet used to be sent to his nation 
exclusively, but I have been sent to all mankind. (5) I have been given the right of intercession.” (Bukhari) 

 

 

Iman In Times of Fitan 

 

The Prophet SAW said, “Indeed Īmān wears out in the heart just as clothes wear out — so renew your īmān” (Ṭabarānī). 
 

Īmān is like a tree. If it isn’t tended to, it will wither and die. It has to be constantly watered with beneficial knowledge, righteous deeds and the 

remembrance of Allah. Likewise, for it to grow into a strong healthy tree, it has to be protected from pests and weeds. In other words, we have to 

protect our hearts from sins, desires, and doubts if we want our īmān to be strong. 
 

We cannot take our īmān for granted, especially in this era of trials (fitan). The Prophet SAW said, “Hasten to good deeds before being overtaken by 

trials that are like parts of the dark night. A man would be a believer in the morning and become a disbeliever in the evening, or he would be a 

believer in the evening and become a disbeliever in the morning. He sells his religion for a worldly gain” (Muslim). 
 

Although this era of temptation is a tough test, the reward for staying firm in it is immense. The Prophet SAW said, “Indeed, ahead of you are days of 

perseverance (ṣabr), in which perseverance will be like grasping a hot coal. The one who does good deeds in these days will have the reward of fifty 

men whose actions are like yours” (Tirmidhī). 
 

“Imān in times of trials and doubts is from the greatest blessings” – Ibn Taymiyyah ra. 
 

Prior to embracing Islam, in one of his business trips to Syria, Abū Sufyān RA was requested in the court of Heraclius, the Emperor of the Byzantine 

Empire. Eager to know about the new Prophet, Heraclius asked Abu Sufyān many questions. Amongst them was Heraclius’s question: “Does anybody 

amongst those who embrace his religion become displeased and renounce the religion afterwards?” When Abū Sufyān replied in the negative, 

Heraclius made a pertinent observation: “This is (the sign of true) īmān, when its delight enters and merges fully in the hearts” (Bukhārī). 
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April 2025                                      Shawwal / Dhul Qa’dah 1446 AH 
   

Date Beginning Times Jama’ah Times 

DAY  DATE ISLAMIC FAJR SUNRISE DHUHR ASR ISHA FAJR ASR MAGHRIB ISHA 

Tue 1 2 4:36 6:35 1:09 5:31 9:08 5:45 6:15 7:39 9:30 

Wed 2 3 4:33 6:33 1:09 5:32 9:08 “ “ 7:40 “ 

Thu 3 4 4:31 6:30 1:08 5:34 9:10 “ “ 7:42 “ 

Fri 4 5 4:28 6:28 1:08 5:35 9:11 “ “ 7:44 “ 

Sat 5 6 4:25 6:26 1:08 5:36 9:12 5:30 6:30 7:45 9:40 

Sun 6 7 4:22 6:24 1:07 5:37 9:13 “ “ 7:47 “ 

Mon 7 8 4:19 6:21 1:07 5:38 9:14 “ “ 7:49 “ 

Tue 8 9 4:16 6:19 1:07 5:40 9:16 “ “ 7:51 “ 

Wed 9 10 4:13 6:17 1:07 5:41 9:16 “ “ 7:52 “ 

Thu 10 11 4:10 6:15 1:06 5:42 9:18 “ “ 7:54 “ 

Fri 11 12 4:07 6:13 1:06 5:43 9:19 “ “ 7:56 “ 

Sat 12 13 4:04 6:10 1:06 5:44 9:20 5:15 6:45 7:57 9:50 

Sun 13 14 4:01 6:08 1:06 5:45 9:21 “ “ 7:59 “ 

Mon 14 15 3:58 6:06 1:05 5:46 9:22 “ “ 8:01 “ 

Tue 15 16 3:55 6:04 1:05 5:48 9:23 “ “ 8:02 “ 

Wed 16 17 3:52 6:02 1:05 5:49 9:24 “ “ 8:04 “ 

Thu 17 18 3:49 6:00 1:05 5:50 9:26 “ “ 8:06 “ 

Fri 18 19 3:45 5:57 1:04 5:51 9:26 “ “ 8:07 “ 

Sat 19 20 3:42 5:55 1:04 5:52 9:28 5:00 7:00 8:09 9:50 

Sun 20 21 3:39 5:53 1:04 5:53 9:29 “ “ 8:11 “ 

Mon 21 22 3:36 5:51 1:04 5:54 9:30 “ “ 8:12 “ 

Tue 22 23 3:33 5:49 1:03 5:55 9:31 “ “ 8:14 “ 

Wed 23 24 3:29 5:47 1:03 5:56 9:33 “ “ 8:16 “ 

Thu 24 25 3:26 5:45 1:03 5:57 9:33 “ “ 8:17 “ 

Fri 25 26 3:23 5:43 1:03 5:58 9:35 “ “ 8:19 “ 

Sat 26 27 3:19 5:41 1:03 6:00 9:36 4:45 7:00 8:21 10:00 

Sun 27 28 3:16 5:39 1:03 6:01 9:37 “ “ 8:22 “ 

Mon 28 29 3:12 5:37 1:03 6:02 9:38 “ “ 8:24 “ 

Tue 29 1 3:09 5:35 1:02 6:03 9:39 “ “ 8:26 “ 

Wed 30 2 3:05 5:33 1:02 6:04 9:40 “ “ 8:27 “ 

 

Dhuhr Jama`ah 

1:30 

 1st Jumu`ah 

1:25 
 

2nd Jumu`ah 

2:20 

 
 

 

Please Note:  

 

Islamic dates are subject to regional moonsighting reports. 

Asr time ends 5 minutes before the published Maghrib time. 

Isha time beginning time is calculated based on Sub’ ul-Layl. 



   

Why Palestinians treat prisoners 

better than Israelis BY DR SALMAN BUTT 
 

Many people wonder why there is such a huge 

contrast between Zionist and Palestinian 

treatment of captives. 
 

Anyone who travels to Muslim societies 

testifies to the endemic hospitality and values 

of Islamic societies. But when it comes to 

prisoners of war and captives, the 

Palestinians — particularly in Gaza — have it 

as publicly stated policy. They claim, “We will 

treat our captives as per the guidelines set by 

the Prophet Muhammad SAW in the Sharī’ah.” 
 

Prophetic guidelines they claim to follow 
 

The Qur’ān mentions about the believers: 

“And they give food in spite of love and need 

for it to the needy, the orphan, and the 

captive, [Saying], ‘We feed you only for the 

countenance of Allah. We wish not from you 

reward or gratitude.'” (Surah Insan) 
 

The Imams of tafsīr said that these refer to 

polytheists taken as captives in battle. 
 

Prioritising prisoners for food and clothing 
 

The Prophet SAW commanded the Sahaba 

after the Battle of Badr to give preference to 

the captives at mealtimes. At the time, the 

brother of Mus’ab ibn Umayr was a captive. 

He later narrated that he was embarrassed by 

how the Muslim soldiers would give him 

bread — somewhat of a delicacy back then — 

while they themselves would eat dates. And 

whenever any food would come their way, 

they’d send it to him immediately. 
 

The Prophet SAW told those holding captives 

to give them clothing to shield them from the 

sun’s scorching heat, or the bitter cold of the 

night — even when they barely had enough 

clothes on their own backs. The Prophet SAW 

gave his own clothing to many captives too. 
 

Guidance penned before Geneva 
 

Islamic books are filled with chapters on 

treatment of captives and prisoners taken in 

battle, written by Muslim jurists a millennium 

before the Geneva Convention. Jurists 

unanimously agreed that it is forbidden to 

starve or torture prisoners – even if they’re 

sentenced to capital punishment for their 

crimes. And this is besides other rights such as 

of repentance, due process being carried out 

with public knowledge, not killing them 

secretly, or burying them in mass graves — all 

of which we see the opposite normalised by 

Western-backed regimes. 
 

Actions speak louder than words 
 

Ironically, when Israeli prisoners are released, 

they’re held hostage by their own regime, not 

allowed to talk to the media, only allowed 

certain family members and friends to visit 

them, and so on and so forth. In fact, when 

they speak out, they get attacked by pro-

Zionist media as being brainwashed. 
 

They say they were fed, looked after more 

than the average Gazan, given medicines, 

kept with other prisoners as a community 

with regular meetings and events, not in 

cages and camps in solitary confinement like 

some countries treat people(!) 
 

This truth is poison to Zionism and other 

white supremacist ideology that requires 

dehumanisation of the other. 
 

Western torture methods copied by others 
 

Let’s be realistic, the captives weren’t in some 

kind of holiday retreat. They were still held 

within the world’s largest concentration 

camp with the rest of the Palestinians 

subjected to starvation, genocide, and daily 

bombing. That’s what the captives’ 

complaints have been about! 
 

But then, that’s not the Palestinians’ fault, 

except for being born the wrong race for 

Zionism to not leave them alone. 
 

Restraint requires integrity 
 

Treating your enemies well requires a very 

high level of moral scrupulousness, especially 

prisoners of war, who famously have fewer 

rights than anyone else. After all, these are 

people who are fighting you and have been 

killing your family members since as long as 

you can remember. And if they finally come 

under your control or you overpower them, 

there are bound to be some who don’t have 

the self-control to follow Islamic guidelines. 
 

Take ISIS for example, who were created out 

of the decimation of Iraq, with ex-Ba’athist 

commanders coming together in US prison 

camps. They dressed up their prisoners in 

orange and carried out Guantanamo Bay 

pageantry learnt from American neocons. 
 

And the same can be said for all the Western-

backed dictators and CIA black sites dotted 

around the world. Western agents would 

routinely threaten prisoners, saying they’d 

send them to their Syrian friends to get 

tortured more if they didn’t co-operate.  
 

Follow Sharī’ah, not the enemy 
 

Not everyone can be like the Lion of the 

Desert, Omar Mukhtar, a leader of the Libyan 

mujāhidīn against Italian colonists who — 

when asked why they shouldn’t treat their 

enemies like their enemies treated them — 

famously said “they are not our teachers”.  
 

We have a standard set by the Sharī’ah to 

follow, and it requires some moral fortitude to 

follow it over imitating your enemies. In the 

context of Muslim societies like Gaza, that’s 

the difference between isolated acts of 

aggression and crimes on the one hand, and 

official policies and widespread expected 

Islamic moral norms on the other. 
 

Generally speaking, Islamic societies have 

these norms because they know Allah is 

watching them, and their treatment of 

prisoners isn’t for PR reasons, but primarily 

for the sake of God. 
 

There are other wisdoms too 
 

Not only do these ethics of treating captives 

or prisoners represent perfect servitude to 

God, they represent benefit in the Earthly 

sense as well. Looking after prisoners of war 

has many strategic benefits that has 

historically helped Islam become a 

flourishing civilisation on the global stage. 
 

Islamic scholars and jurists give many legal 

wisdoms of this practice, such as reducing 

aggression from your enemies — as they know 

if they lay down arms, they will be treated 

well, which leads to an overall net reduction 

in violence — compared to the “take no 

prisoners”, “destroy everything”, “scorched 

Earth” attitude that enemies of Islam take. 
 

It also allows them to be in contact with real-

life Muslims. Captives are historically taken 

care of by families and communities, such as 

put in the Prophet’s mosque (SAW), not 

dungeons. This all means that they can see 

Muslims in real life, hear the truth, and undo 

the brainwashing that had them fighting 

against Muslims in the first place! 
 

As Allah says in the Qur’ān, “And if any one of 

the polytheists seeks your protection, then 

grant him protection so that he may hear the 

words of Allah. Then deliver him to his place 

of safety. That is because they are a people 

who do not know.” (Surah Tawbah) 
 

Giants of Islam were often imprisoned 
 

Perhaps one of the greatest wisdoms of these 

Islamic norms about treating prisoners and 

captives is what we have seen historically. 
 

What do the likes of Imams Abu Hanīfa, 

Abdullah ibn al-Mubārak, and Hasan al-Basrī 

have in common along with many other 

Islamic leaders? Other than being legends 

and leaders in knowledge and piety, they 

were all at one point either captives or 

children of enemies of Islam taken captive. 

They then witnessed the truth about Islam 

and altered the course of human history. 
 

This is the Qur’ān’s objective when Allah says, 

“And not equal are the good deed and the 

bad. Repel [evil] by that [deed] which is 

better; and thereupon the one whom 

between you and him is enmity [will become] 

as though he was a devoted friend.” (Surah 

Fussilat) And also says, “So do not obey the 

disbelievers, and strive against them with the 

Qur’ān a great striving.” (Surah Furqan) 
 

We all have a duty to call people to this 

because, after all, it was sent as a mercy to all 

mankind, not just Muslims. 
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YOUR AD 
HERE 

 

Do you run a service or own 
a business beneficial for the 
local Muslim community? 

 

Email info@masjidabubakr.co.uk 
to enquire about sponsoring. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please set up a Standing Order 
Masjid Abu Bakr, Account Number: 6847 4199 (NatWest), Sort Code: 60-22-23, Reference: Donation 

 

Activity  
Complete the Islamic knowledge crossword 
 

 
CLUES 

Across 

1. Holy water 

5. Call to prayer 

8. Final Prophet 

9. Day of celebration 

10. 114 in the Quran 

11. Holy Book 

13. Going around the Kabah 

 

 

 

DOWN 

2. Birthplace of the Prophet 

3. Arabic word for fasting 

4. The month of fasting 

6. Sayings of the Prophet 

7. Washing before praying 

10. Five times a day 

12. Pilgrimage 
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